
BIENNALE SESSIONS 2016

For the ‘Biennale Sessions – Reporting From the Italian Front’ 2016, the architectu-
ral group of the Department of Civil, Environmental, and Mechanical Engineering at 
the University of Trento with R.E.D.S. Cloud proposes the theme of the UNIVERSITY 
- CITY intended not only as the connection between higher education institutions 
and its users, but also as the ability of the university to meet the challenges arising 
from applied research, design innovation and improving the quality of life that co-
mes from the territory.

The university intended not as separated and independent for the local context, but 
properly integrated to the specific economic and social fabric, it is a significant fac-
tor in the development of urban quality, equal or perhaps greater, to the programs of 
local production or infrastructural investment. The public investment directed to the 
development of the university system, as a tool for enhancing human and cultural 
resources, as well as materials, assumes a character of strategic asset, capable of 
generating development and resources beyond its traditional area of influence. You 
can begin to think about the university in a new way, not only as an institution that 
produces culture, but also as a company that produces and distributes innovation 
and income on the territory. In other words, university can be a vehicle for moderni-
zing and upgrading both the production system as well as the territorial and settle-
ment system.

For the different aspects that affect the quality of the physical forms of living and the 
transfer of skills between universities and the territory, that relationship can often 
produce significant effects on social, economic and urban systems. For the univer-
sity, one of the main challenge is the ability to offer concrete and achievable actions 
for both innovation and development of settlements and environments as well as the 
social, economic and environmental sustainability that can produce a strong impact 
on the territory through the forms and technologies embodied by architectural, land-
scape and urban projects.

UNIVERCITY is conceived as an open working day where applied architectural and 
urban research projects, developed within the DICAM at the University of Trento, will 
be presented in conjunction with other projects proposed by researchers and scho-
lars that respond to the open call through proposals that have a real impact on the 
processes of territorial change. UNIVERCITY proposes to engage scenarios that en-
vision the possible evolution of the relationship between the university and the city, 
starting from the themes that arise from the design workshop while engaging insti-
tutional partners, with heads of applied research projects and with representatives 
of academia and the profession.

The UNIVERCITY - Biennale Sessions 2016 -   aims to focus on three DESIGN CHAL-
LENGES to reflect and reframe critically the relation between University and City in 
the contemporary built environment. What is the impact of Design in the force that 
shapes our contemporary reality through the production of Knowledge, Contexts, 
and Entrepreneurial practices? To what extend do contingencies of time and place 
shape our responses to the continuous relationship between University and City sy-
stem? How does the discursive character of design education as collaboration and 
scholarship contribute to this feedback look? 
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DESIGNING KNOWLEDGE
The modes of production of knowledge, education and research, in particular 
within architecture schools, are unique opportunities to build new models that 
foster diversity, collaboration, and scholarship through design. Creative approa-
ches to teaching and the organization of architectural academic contexts propel 
new forms of design investigations, collaborative knowledge while responding to 
the challenges of envisioning scenarios for the contemporary built environment. 
As new ways of operating emerge in the profession of architecture, educational 
approaches need to become increasingly expanded, inclusive and collaborative 
to respond to the challenges of the contemporary society.

DESIGNING CONTEXTS
Universities can be active agencies to promote design scenarios and implemen-
tation of projects both at the architectural and the urban scale. Acting as cataly-
sts for development and urban regeneration, they have the potential to kick start 
urban transformations and new connections of systems that engage research 
and educational mission, the city and its actors, local and global governance, and 
communities at large. The university can perform as a new operating system of 
development, by giving impulse to the cultural sector, building and infrastructu-
res coupled with technology and innovation in a new collaborative welfare.

DESIGNING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The synergy between the university system and cities can materialize through con-
crete actions that catalyze the economic and entrepreneurial processes to have 
a direct impact on the territory. Universities can be primary engines of economic 
innovation, promote entrepreneurship as well as the recombination of skills and 
capital while aiding the mobilization of resources. They can be economic genera-
tors to establish a healthy economic climate of a city. In this scenario, innovation 
and the constant flow of new initiatives, ideas and technical developments are 
some of the most important conditions for future economic growth and source of 
intellectual and innovative capital driven by universities. In some cities, Universi-
ties could also represent one of the main revenue generator thanks to the studen-
ts and faculty community that act and live in the immediate territory and region.
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PROGRAM
DESIGNING KNOWLEDGE

DESIGNING CONTEXTS

10:15 Session 1 Introduction
Paolo COLLINI (UniTrento), Marco TUBINO (UniTrento), Nicola MARTINELLI (POLIBA),
Mosè RICCI (UniTrento) [Chair]
Scholè or labor? Barcellona-Genova (IAAC, GIC.LAB, ADD & GLAS) – Case Study
Manuel GAUSA (UNIGE)

10:50 Talks 
_ Paolo PICCHI (Aiapp-Ifla Italian Association of Landscape Architecture)
_ Marcella DEL SIGNORE (UniTrento; Tulane University, USA)
_ José Luis E. PENELAS (School of Architecture, Universidad Europea Madrid, E)
_ Elena BARTHEL (Auburn University, Rural Studio Alabama, USA)

11:30 Questions and Answers

11:40 Session 2 Introduction [Within the Project EUREGIO MOBILITY FUND 2016/2017]
Carlo COSTA (A22), Walter PARDATSCHER (A22), Giovanni MULTARI (UNINA),
Pino SCAGLIONE (UniTrento) [Chair]
Future Infrastructures. Tools and devices between landscape and place along A22 – Case Study  
Vincenzo CRIBARI (UniTrento), Gaia SGARAMELLA (UniTrento)

12:15 Talks
_ Stefania STANISCIA (West Virginia University, USA)
_ Esther GRAMSBERGEN, Roberto CAVALLO (University of Technology, Delft, NL)
_ Alona MARTINEZ (Plymouth University, UK)
_ Sonja RADOVIC JELOVAC (University of Montenegro)

12:55 Questions and Answers

13:05 Keynote Speaker Marjan COLLETTI (University of Innsbruck, A; Bartlett School of Architecture UCL, 
UK)

13:35 Questions and Answers 

13:45 Lunch Break

DESIGNING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
14:45 Session 3 Introduction 
Renato BOCCHI (IUAV), Raffaella FAGNONI (UNIGE), Alessandro CHECCHIN (SINERGO), 
Alberto MUFFATO (SINERGO), Maurizio CARTA (UNIPA) [Chair]
L.I.D.O. (learning islands design opportunities) – Venice – Case Study
Consuelo NAVA (UNIRC), Chiara RIZZI (UniTrento), Giulia GARBARINI (UniTrento)

15:20 Talks
_ Antonio FRATTARI (UniTrento)
_ Giorgio CACCIAGUERRA (UniTrento)
_ Raffaella FAGNONI, Silvia PERICU, Chiara OLIVASTRI (UniGE)
_ Fulvio ADOBATI, Sergio CAVALIERI, Matteo KALCHSCHMIDT (UniBG)

16:00 Questions and Answers

16:10 Keynote Speaker Mario CUCINELLA (SOS School of Sustainability)

16:40 Questions and Answers


